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religion of Zoroaster, which obtained in Persia, till it was
driven out by the Muhammadans, when a small and
enterprising minority quitted its fatherland, and settled
on the western coast of India, destined to furnish to com-
merce its most enlightened adherents, to the Legislative
Councils of India many, and to the British Parliament, as
yet, but one member.
This is no place for a history of the life of Buddha,
which in Hunter's luminous prose and Arnold's beautiful
verse has become well known, at any rate to all English
readers. It will suffice here to say that the prophet was
the only son of the king of Kapila, which is placed a
hundred miles north of the sacred town of Benares, who
for love of mankind left house and home, and wife and
children, to become an outcast and a beggar, till he
found salvation, and commenced to offer it to all who
would hear the word, which he preached unceasingly
till his death in 543 B.C.
His system, which inculcated the efficacy of works and
the futility of the mediation of priests and sacrifices, dealt
a deadly blow at the priestcraft of the Brahmans, and the
two religions were rivals in India till, on the eve of the
Muhammadan conquests in the ninth century, the great
Hindu heart of India was roused against the reformers,
and Buddhism was driven to seek a home in Jie colder
regions north and noi-h-east of the Himalayas, and in the
farther east The faith of the enlightened still holds the
Meld in Nipal, Tibet, Moiv *ia, Manchuria, Siam, Burma,
and Ceylon, while in Jap; n and China it flourishes side
by side with the state code of morals known as Con-
fucianism, the cult of local deities, the forces of Nature,
and the worship of ancestors, not the sole, but still the
chief religion of the land. In India it absorbed the indi-
genous tree and ser <ent worship, and purified and refined
the coarser super* *tions of aboriginal races. There are